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(Boston) Celebrity Series of Boston will present pianist Evgeny Kissin and the Emerson String 
Quartet on Sunday, April 22, 2018, at 3pm at Symphony Hall, 301 Gainsborough Street, Boston, MA. 
Media partner is 99.5 WCRB. The program features works by Mozart, Fauré, and Dvořák.  
 
Tickets start at $57, and are available online at www.celebrityseries.org, by calling (617) 482-6661 
Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m., or at Symphony Hall’s Hall Box Office, 301 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Boston, MA. 
 
This performance marks Evgeny Kissin’s 9th appearance with the Celebrity Series; his debut 
performance was in 1991, and he was seen most recently in 2014. This will be the 25th Celebrity Series 
performance for the Emerson String Quartet. They made their debut performance in 1987 and were 
seen most recently last season. 
 
Evgeny Kissin was born in Moscow in October 1971 and began to play by ear and improvise on the 
piano at the age of two. At six years old, he entered a special school for gifted children, the Moscow 
Gnessin School of Music, where he was a student of Anna Pavlovna Kantor, who has remained his 
only teacher. At the age of ten, he made his concerto debut playing Mozart’s Piano Concerto K. 466 
and gave his first solo recital in Moscow one year later. He came to international attention in 1984 
when, at the age of twelve, he performed Chopin’s Piano Concertos 1 and 2 in the Great Hall of the 
Moscow Conservatory with the Moscow State Philharmonic under Dmitri Kitaenko.  
 
Kissin’s first appearances outside Russia were in 1985 in Eastern Europe, followed a year later by his 
first tour of Japan. In 1987, he made his West European debut at the Berlin Festival. In 1988, he toured 
Europe with the Moscow Virtuosi and Vladimir Spivakov and also made his London debut with the 
London Symphony Orchestra under Valery Gergiev. In December of the same year he performed with 
Herbert von Karajan and the Berlin Philharmonic in a New Year’s concert which was broadcast 
internationally, with the performance repeated the following year at the Salzburg Easter Festival. Audio 
and video recordings of the New Year’s concert were made by Deutsche Grammophon. In 1990, Kissin 
made his first appearance at the BBC Promenade Concerts in London and that same year also made 
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his North American debut, performing both Chopin piano concertos with the New York Philharmonic 
conducted by Zubin Mehta. The following week, he opened Carnegie Hall’s Centennial season. 
 
Kissin has earned musical awards and tributes from around the world. In 1987, he received the Crystal 
Prize of the Osaka Symphony Hall for the best performance of the year 1986 (which was his first 
performance in Japan). In 1991, he received the Musician of the Year Prize from the Chigiana 
Academy of Music in Siena, Italy. He was a special guest at the 1992 Grammy Awards Ceremony, 
broadcast live to an audience estimated at over one billion, and became Musical America’s youngest 
Instrumentalist of the Year in 1995. In 1997, he received the prestigious Triumph Award for his 
outstanding contribution to Russia’s culture, one of the highest honors to be awarded in the Russian 
Republic, and again, the youngest-ever awardee. He was the first pianist to be invited to give a recital 
at the BBC Proms (1997), and, in the 2000 season, was the first concerto soloist ever to be invited to 
play in the Proms opening concert. In May 2001, Kissin was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Music 
by the Manhattan School of Music. In December 2003 in Moscow, he received the Shostakovich 
Award, one of Russia ’s highest musical honors. In 2005, he was awarded both an Honorary 
Membership of the Royal Academy of Music in London and the Herbert von Karajan Music Prize. 
 
Mr. Kissin’s recordings have also received numerous awards and accolades, having contributed 
significantly to the library of masterpieces recorded by the world’s greatest performers. Past awards 
have included the Edison Klassiek in The Netherlands, Grammy Awards, and the Diapason d’Or and 
the Grand Prix of La Nouvelle Academie du Disque in France. 
 
The Emerson String Quartet has amassed an unparalleled list of achievements over four decades: 
more than thirty acclaimed recordings, nine Grammys® (including two for Best Classical Album), three 
Gramophone Awards, the Avery Fisher Prize, Musical America’s "Ensemble of the Year" and 
collaborations with many of the greatest artists of our time. 
 
The arrival of Paul Watkins in 2013 has had a profound effect on the Emerson Quartet. Mr. Watkins, a 
distinguished soloist, award-winning conductor, and devoted chamber musician, joined the ensemble in 
its 37th season, and his dedication and enthusiasm have infused the Quartet with a warm, rich tone 
and a palpable joy in the collaborative process. The reconfigured group has been praised by critics and 
fans alike around the world.  
 
Having celebrated its 40th Anniversary last season-- a major milestone for a ground-breaking ensemble 
that has earned its place in the pantheon of the classical chamber music world, the Emerson looks 
towards the future by collaborating with today’s most esteemed composers and premiering new works, 
thus proving their commitment to keeping the art form of the string quartet alive and more relevant than 
ever. In 2016, Universal Music Group reissued their entire Deutsche Grammophon discography in a 52-
CD boxed set, and in April 2017, the Quartet released its latest album, Chaconnes and Fantasias: 
Music of Britten and Purcell, the first release on Universal Music Classics’ new US classical record 
label, Decca Gold. The 2017-2018 season reflects all aspects of the Emerson’s venerable artistry with 
high-profile projects, collaborations and tours. In Fall 2017, the Emerson continues its series at the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC for its 39th season, and performances at the Lincoln 
Center’s White Lights Festival and at Alice Tully Hall.  
 
Other North American highlights of the season include a subsequent performance at the Princeton 
University of Shostakovich and The Black Monk: A Russian Fantasy, the new theatrical production co-
created by the acclaimed theater director James Glossman and the Quartet’s violinist, Philip Setzer; 
collaborations with the Calidore Quartet at the Segerstrom Center for the Arts in Costa Mesa, CA and 
the Dover Quartet at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.; and concert appearances at Cleveland, 
Philadelphia and Corpus Christi Chamber Music Societies, Vancouver Recital Society, Chamber Music 
Houston, Hopkins Center for the Performing Arts, South Mountain Concerts, Duke Performances and 
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, MI, as well as in Sleepy Hollow, NY, Louisville, KY, Shreveport, 
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LA and Richmond, VA. Throughout the season, The Emerson embarks on multiple tours in South 
America, Asia and Europe comprising dates in Austria, Denmark, Belgium, the Netherlands and the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Formed in 1976 and based in New York City, the Emerson was one of the first quartets whose violinists 
alternated in the first chair position. The Emerson Quartet, which took its name from the American poet 
and philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson, is Quartet-in-Residence at Stony Brook University. During the 
spring of 2016, full-time Stony Brook faculty members Philip Setzer and Lawrence Dutton received the 
honor of Distinguished Professor, and part-time faculty members Eugene Drucker and Paul Watkins 
were awarded the title of Honorary Distinguished Professor. In January 2015, the Quartet received the 
Richard J. Bogomolny National Service Award, Chamber Music America’s highest honor, in recognition 
of its significant and lasting contribution to the chamber music field.  
 
PROGRAM 
MOZART: Piano Quartet in G minor, K. 478 
FAURÉ: Piano Quartet No. 1 in C minor, Opus 15 
DVOŘÁK: Piano Quintet No. 2 in A Major, Opus 81 
 
About Celebrity Series of Boston  
Celebrity Series of Boston was founded in 1938 by pianist and impresario Aaron Richmond. Over the course of its 
79-year history, Celebrity Series has presented an array of the world’s greatest performing artists, including 
Sergei Rachmaninoff, Arturo Toscanini, Ignace Paderewski, Artur Rubenstein, Vladimir Horowitz, Glenn Gould, 
Fritz Kreisler, Jascha Heifetz, Isaac Stern, Andrés Segovia, Kirsten Flagstad, Marian Anderson, Luciano 
Pavarotti, Béla Bartók, Igor Stravinsky, Martha Graham, Ballet Russe De Monte Carlo, Mikhail Baryshnikov, 
Mstislav Rostropovich, and the New York City Opera Company. 
 
From orchestras and chamber ensembles, vocal and piano music, to dance companies, jazz, spoken word, and 
more, Celebrity Series has been bringing great artists to Boston’s major concert halls for nearly eight decades. 
The Celebrity Series of Boston believes in the power of excellence and innovation in the performing arts to enrich 
life experiences, transform lives and build better communities. Through its Arts for All! community programs, the 
Celebrity Series seeks to build a community of Greater Boston where the performing arts are a valued, lifelong, 
shared experience–on stages, in schools, at home– everywhere.  
 
The Celebrity Series of Boston, Inc. receives generous support from Leslie & Howard Appleby, Amy & Joshua 
Boger, the Barr Foundation, the Boston Cultural Council, The Boston Foundation, the Stephanie L. Brown 
Foundation, The Catered Affair, Susanne Marcus Collins Foundation, Deloitte LLP, Donna & Mike Egan, Foley & 
Lardner LLP, the French-US Exchange in Dance, Gabor Garai & Susan Pravda, David & Harriet Griesinger, 
Zachary Haroutunian and the Garbis & Arminé Barsoumian Charitable Foundation, Paul L. King, the Liberty 
Mutual Foundation, the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the National Endowment for the Arts, Eleanor & Frank 
Pao, The Peabody Foundation, Melinda & James Rabb, the Cynthia and John S. Reed Foundation, the Royal 
Little Family Foundation, the Stifler Family Foundation, Mrs. Belinda Herrera Termeer, Michael and Susan Thonis, 
Tufts Health Plan, Nancy Richmond Winsten, Anonymous, and many others. 
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