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(Boston) Celebrity Series of Boston will present pianist Yuja Wang on Friday, May 11, 2018, at 8pm at
NEC’s Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough Street, Boston, MA. An Aaron Richmond Recital endowed by
Nancy Richmond Winsten and the late Dr. Joseph Winsten, this performance is also generously
sponsored in part by Michael and Adrianne Canning. Media Partner is 99.5 WCRB.

Tickets start at $45, and are available online at www.celebrityseries.org, by calling CelebrityCharge at
(617) 482-6661 Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m., or at NEC’s Jordan Hall Box Office, 30
Gainsborough Street, Boston, MA.

This concert marks the third Celebrity Series performances for Yuja Wang; she made her debut in 2008
with the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields and Neville Marriner, and was seen most recently in 2013.

Her singular blend of technical prowess, keen musical insight, and emotional depth have established
Yuja Wang as one of the world’s finest performers. The power of her interpretations emerges from a
distinct combination of her exceptional presence on stage and a natural affinity and inquisitive approach
to the repertoire, which ranges from Mozart to Gershwin and beyond. ‘Charismatic’, ‘breathtaking’,
‘flawless’ and ‘heartfelt’ are just a selection of the superlatives used frequently by critics worldwide.

Yuja’s 2017-18 season features recitals, concert series, and extensive tours with some of the world’s
most venerated ensembles and conductors. She begins the summer of 2017 on tour with the London
Symphony Orchestra and Michael Tilson Thomas and a programme featuring Brahms’ Piano Concerto
No.2, followed by a performance of the first concerto at the Ravinia Festival with the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra, under the baton of Lionel Bringuier. Later engagements include concerts with the
Munich Philharmonic and Valery Gergiev, a series of performances at the Verbier Festival, and a three-
city German tour with the St. Petersburg Philharmonic.

She also embarks on play-conduct tours with two of the best chamber orchestras in the world, Mahler
Chamber Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra of Europe, as well as joining the inaugural tour of Jaap
van Zweden with the New York Philharmonic and the final tour of Yannick Nézet-Séguin’s directorship
with the Rotterdam Philharmonic. Other notable appearances include concerts in Hong Kong, Miami,
Washington D.C., Prague, Tel Aviv, and Berlin.

As part of its commitment to the arts, Rolex selected Yuja Wang as one of its cultural ambassadors in
2009, a distinction she holds to this day. She has been described by the New York Times as “one of the
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best young pianists around” and hailed by the Sydney Morning Herald for her “blistering technique.” In
July 2015, the Los Angeles Times declared: “Hers is a nonchalant, brilliant keyboard virtuosity that
would have made both Prokofiev (who was a great pianist) and even the fabled Horowitz jealous.” This
combination of critical acclaim, audience ovations, return engagements at leading international venues,
and an exclusive recording relationship with Deutsche Grammophon confirm Yuja Wang'’s status as
one of this century’s most compelling and engaging artists.

Yuja’s way of making music connects with a strikingly broad demographic. It appeals to everyone, from
classical music newcomers to devoted pianophiles, and has attracted an exceptionally youthful
following. Her love for fashion, recognized by her induction into Giorgio Armani’'s Si Women'’s Circle,
has also contributed to the popular appeal of an artist who is armed with the ability to challenge the
status quo and to welcome fresh converts to the concert hall.

She seems to have everything: speed, flexibility, pianistic thunder and interpretive nuance.

Yuja Wang was born in Beijing and encouraged to make music at a young age by her dancer mother
and percussionist father, which served as the catalyst for the never-ending thirst for knowledge that has
sustained her continued musical development.

She began piano lessons at the age of six, and her progress was accelerated by studies at Beijing’s
Central Conservatory of Music. In 1999 she moved to Canada to participate in the Morningside Music
summer program at Calgary’s Mount Royal College, and thereafter enrolled as the youngest ever
student at Mount Royal Conservatory. Wang'’s exceptional gifts were widely recognised in 2001 with
her appointment as a Steinway Artist, and again the following year when she was offered a place at
Philadelphia’s prestigious Curtis Institute of Music, where she studied with Gary Graffman.

By the time Yuja graduated from Curtis in 2008, she had already gained momentum following the
spectacular success of her debut three years earlier with the National Arts Center Orchestra in Ottawa.
Wang attracted widespread international attention in March 2007 when she replaced Martha Argerich
on short notice in performances of Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No.1 with the Boston Symphony
Orchestra, and within the span of just a few seasons she was working with conductors of the highest
caliber. Over the past decade of her career, she has worked with such pre-eminent Maestros as
Claudio Abbado, Daniel Barenboim, Gustavo Dudamel, Valery Gergiev, Michael Tilson

Thomas, Antonio Pappano, Charles Dutoit, and Zubin Mehta.

PROGRAM:

RACHMANINOFF:
Prelude in D Major, Op. 23, no. 4
Etude-tableau in B minor, Op. 39, no. 4
Prelude in E minor, Op. 32, no. 4
Prelude in B minor, Op. 32, no. 10
Prelude in G minor, Op. 23, no. 5
Etude-tableau in E-flat minor, Op. 39, no. 5

SCRIABIN: Sonata No. 10

LIGETI: Etude no. 3 “Touches bloquées"
Etude no. 9 “Vertige”
Etude no. 1 “Désorde”

PROKOFIEV: Piano Sonata No. 8, Op. 84

Read program notes
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About Celebrity Series of Boston

Celebrity Series of Boston was founded in 1938 by pianist and impresario Aaron Richmond. Over the course of its
79-year history, Celebrity Series has presented an array of the world’s greatest performing artists, including
Sergei Rachmaninoff, Arturo Toscanini, Ignace Paderewski, Artur Rubenstein, Vladimir Horowitz, Glenn Gould,
Fritz Kreisler, Jascha Heifetz, Isaac Stern, Andrés Segovia, Kirsten Flagstad, Marian Anderson, Luciano
Pavarotti, Béla Bartok, Igor Stravinsky, Martha Graham, Ballet Russe De Monte Carlo, Mikhail Baryshnikov,
Mstislav Rostropovich, and the New York City Opera Company.

From orchestras and chamber ensembles, vocal and piano music, to dance companies, jazz, spoken word, and
more, Celebrity Series has been bringing great artists to Boston’s major concert halls for nearly eight decades.
The Celebrity Series of Boston believes in the power of excellence and innovation in the performing arts to enrich
life experiences, transform lives and build better communities. Through its Arts for Alll community programs, the
Celebrity Series seeks to build a community of Greater Boston where the performing arts are a valued, lifelong,
shared experience—on stages, in schools, at home- everywhere.

The Celebrity Series of Boston, Inc. receives generous support from Leslie & Howard Appleby, Amy & Joshua
Boger, the Barr Foundation, the Boston Cultural Council, The Boston Foundation, the Stephanie L. Brown
Foundation, The Catered Affair, Susanne Marcus Collins Foundation, Deloitte LLP, Donna & Mike Egan, Foley &
Lardner LLP, the French-US Exchange in Dance, Gabor Garai & Susan Pravda, David & Harriet Griesinger,
Zachary Haroutunian and the Garbis & Arminé Barsoumian Charitable Foundation, Paul L. King, the Liberty
Mutual Foundation, the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the National Endowment for the Arts, Eleanor & Frank
Pao, The Peabody Foundation, Melinda & James Rabb, the Cynthia and John S. Reed Foundation, the Royal
Little Family Foundation, the Stifler Family Foundation, Mrs. Belinda Herrera Termeer, Michael and Susan Thonis,
Tufts Health Plan, Nancy Richmond Winsten, Anonymous, and many others.
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